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Freeport Area School District Senior High Choir 
Mr. Thomas D. Koharchik, director 

P.O. Drawer H  Senior High Phone: 724-295-5143 x1508 
Freeport, PA 16229   Middle School Phone: 724-295-9020 x2613 
koharchik@freeport.k12.pa.us  https://www.freeport.k12.pa.us/olc/113 

 
WELCOME to the Freeport Chorus Program! The past school year certainly was 

extraordinary and unprecedented! I am sure that this year will be just as unpredictable. I promise 

to do my best to help provide you with the most engaging, enjoyable, and effective music education 

possible given the circumstances. Our year may look a bit different from what we have come to 

expect in the past. There may be less performance opportunities, but we will be able to focus our 

energies more on improving our musicianship, content knowledge, and personal skills. These skills will 

all serve you well moving into the future years. 

With that said, I hope that your summer was healthy, exciting, rejuvenating, and relaxing. I 

am thrilled to be back with you all and look forward to the many wonderful experiences we will have 

together this year! Welcome back to all returning members of the choir. You should already know 

what to expect. I will be looking for your leadership and experience to help further our program 

here. If you are new to the choral program this year, we are all very excited to have you on board! I 

firmly believe that we can make great things happen if we work together. I am big on individual 

responsibility and have high expectations for all of my students. You will be expected to work hard 

in this course, and I will do the same for you. 

The Freeport Area Music Boosters Association, or FAMBA, helps to further the cause of 

music education and provides for needed resources of the band and chorus. It is made up of 

parents of choir members and band members. I hope that you will discuss with your parents the 

importance of being involved in FAMBA and will take the opportunities that FAMBA presents 

seriously and with great appreciation. Please encourage attendance at FAMBA meetings, which will 

be announced throughout the year, and turn your attention to e-mails and newsletters from FAMBA 

as they become available. We need the help of your parents and guardians to get the most out of 

our program. Meetings typically occur on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM.   

The following handbook will highlight the many available opportunities for learning and 

growth through the choral program. It is also your guide to my expectations and to the events and 

activities taking place this year. PARENTS: Please read the entire handbook and discuss it with your 

child.  

Please forward any questions to me at 724-295-5143 x1508 or 

koharchik@freeport.k12.pa.us. I look forward to working with you and your students during the 

school year!  

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Koharchik 

Middle School & High School Choral Director 

mailto:koharchik@freeport.k12.pa.us
mailto:koharchik@freeport.k12.pa.us
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CHORAL OPPORTUNITIES 
(Please note: Some of these opportunities may be limited this school year. Additional events may be limited or unavailable 

this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Every effort will be made to provide as many opportunities as possible.) 

 
6th Grade Chorus 

In the 6th Grade Chorus, students develop fundamental skills in proper singing technique including but not limited 

to posture, breath management, vocal production, diction, and tonal matching. They will be introduced to music-

reading skills using solfeggio and will study music from a variety of musical genres. The students will present a 

Holiday and a Spring Concert. At least one after-school dress rehearsal is required for each concert. After-

school dress rehearsal attendance and evening concert attendance is mandatory.  

 

7/8th Grade Mixed Choir  

In 7/8th Grade Mixed Choir, students gain an understanding of singing technique including but not limited to 

posture, breath management, vocal production, diction, and care of the changing voice. They also gain an 

understanding of ensemble skills, music-reading skills using solfege, and music literature from a variety of 

musical traditions. The students then use these skills to prepare a wide variety of music for a Holiday and a 

Spring Concert. At least one after-school dress rehearsal is required for each concert. After-school dress 

rehearsal attendance and evening concert attendance is mandatory.  

 

Armstrong County Junior High Chorus  

Armstrong County Junior High Chorus is an honors chorus that is comprised of students in grades 7-9 from the 

five schools in Armstrong County. This honors chorus is a one-day festival held at a different participating 

school location each year. Freeport will be hosting the festival this year. Each participating director conducts 

and rehearses the ensemble. Members are selected through audition.  

 

PMEA District 3 Junior District Chorus (Not available for this school year due to Covid-19 restrictions.) 

The PMEA District 3 Junior District Chorus is an auditioned chorus festival that includes students from over 

30 other participating schools in five counties. This festival, entering its third season, allows students to 

experience the direction of talented directors and instructors, and to perform with other talented students 

from across the area. In this one-day festival, students in a treble choir (girls) and a bass choir (boys) put 

together a high level performance in the evening. 

 

Other opportunities for choir may develop throughout the year! 
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CALANDER OF EVENTS 

(Dates all Subject to Change!) 

BOLD=Required Concert Activities 

 

December 12, 2020 Breakfast with Santa @ Freeport High School 

December 14, 2020, 3:00-4:00p  Middle School Choir Dress Rehearsal @ M.S. 

December 16, 2020, 7:00p   Middle School Choir Concert @ M.S. 

February 10, 2021    Armstrong County Jr. High Festival @ Apollo-Ridge 

May 24, 2021, 3:00-4:00p Middle School Choir Dress Rehearsal @ M.S. 

May 25, 2021, 7:00p Middle School Choir Concert @ M.S. 

 

** Additional events may be added as the school year progresses based on the ever-changing circumstances 

surrounding the health and safety of our students and community. Information regarding additional events will 

be released as soon as available. ** 

 

CURRICULUM 

 

In chorus, we interact with each other through a variety of learning experiences while we 

work on developing many mental and physical skills as mentioned in the class descriptions. 

Choral singing involves “whole-brain” learning, enhancing all areas of the school curriculum. It 

also teaches self-discipline, an important skill in most anything you pursue in life. Music allows 

people to “…share and communicate thoughts and feelings that transcend the written or 

spoken word – expressions of the spirit that make us uniquely human and bind us together as 

a people and a world of cultures.”1 
 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
 

In addition to the expectations set forth here, please keep in mind that all rules in the 

Freeport Area School District Student Handbook apply to all members of the choir at all 

times, whether on campus or not. 

 

This is our Choral Philosophy for the 2020-2021 School Year: 
 

“Adapt and Overcome!” 
 

There will be a lot of situations and circumstances this year which we cannot anticipate or 

plan for. We must be able to “adapt and overcome” whatever comes in our way. That may be 

during rehearsals, different performance formats and venues, and more. Together, we can 

overcome all of these challenges and find unity and strength in difficult times! The most 

important thing that each of us can do is maintain a positive attitude and work together! 
 

                                                 
1 Phillips, Kenneth. Directing the Choral Music Program. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004. 
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Choral students will be expected to: 

 
 

 Come to class prepared to work and learn. 

 Take responsibility for their development as a musician and master the skills of singing. 

 Develop efficient singing habits, musicianship, and teamwork.  

 Be POSITIVE each time they come to class with an attitude of wanting to improve daily. 

 Be willing to try new things. 

 Respect the effort of others.  

 Make positive contributions. 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

 

Advance notice of all performances and rehearsals will be given (as in, the calendar of events 

page), so make plans now. 

 

A performance is the equivalent of a major unit exam in other subject areas. An unexcused 

absence from a dress rehearsal or performance will result in a grade of “0” for that activity.  

 

Several examples of excuses which are considered unexcused are:  

1) "I forgot!" ("We had a concert?!")  

2)  "I had to baby sit."  

3)  "I had a soccer (football, basketball, etc.) game."  

4)  "I didn't have a ride." 

 

Excused absences, which require a COMPLETED EXCUSE FORM, include:  

 1) Family vacation/prearranged absences from school 

2)  Student illness/Deaths in the family/family emergency 

3)  Religious holidays  

4) School-sponsored events 

 

Students MUST have complete a REHEARSAL EXCUSE FORM (online) at least ONE WEEK 

PRIOR to an activity if an excused absence is anticipated. (Forms available on Mr. Koharchik’s 

webpage.) 

 

If a student is absent from school the day of a rehearsal, performance, or other activity, 

that student will not be permitted to attend. 

 

In the case of an emergency, a REHEARSAL EXCUSE FORM must be completed online no 

later than one week after the absence.  

 

In the case of extenuating circumstances, please contact Mr. Koharchik at  

724-295-5143 x1508 or koharchik@freeport.k12.pa.us.  

mailto:gesin@freeport.k12.pa.us
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When conflicts occur, school activities must take precedence over non-school activities. If a 

student is involved in more than one school activity, the faculty members in charge will help 

the parents and students work out an acceptable solution. A performance or game will take 

precedence over a practice or rehearsal. 

 

Students MUST split rehearsal and practice time evenly between all organizations.  

 

Example: Choir Rehearsal from 3-5 and Track Practice from 3-5. Student would attend 

Choir Rehearsal from 3-4 and Track Practice from 4-5. Each organization gets one 

hour of your time.  

 

 Makeup work will be given for excused rehearsal/performance absences only. If not 

completed, the student will receive a grade of "0" for the absence of that rehearsal or 

performance. The grade received for the written work will take the place of the 

performance/rehearsal grade for that activity. Please keep in mind that in order for an 

activity to be excused, a REHEARSAL EXCUSE FORM must be completed online at least one 

week prior to the activity. 

 

Students must be present for the final (dress) rehearsal in order to perform. If a student is 

an “unexcused” absence from the dress rehearsal, that student will be required to complete a 

written activity to make up lost points from the rehearsal and the subsequent performance. 

 

Students who do not participate in the rehearsal though present will be marked absent from 

the rehearsal. 
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Grading Policy (aka “Accountability”) 

 

 The total available score for each ensemble is 250 points per marking period. All 

students start out with the maximum score possible per ensemble (250), and the 

score is decreased by each infraction.  

 The instructor will randomly check each students’ preparedness throughout the 

quarter. Points are deducted when students are not prepared for class and/or have 

behavior issues during class. Students: remember that you are accountable for 

yourself, no one else.  

 In addition, students will be formally assessed for attendance and participation at 

all in-school rehearsals, mandatory dress rehearsals, and performances/concerts.  

 Please see the excuse policy on pages 6 and 7 for important information.  

 Attendance at all in-class rehearsals as well as after-school rehearsals is expected.  
 

   
CONCERT ATTIRE 

 

The basic concert attire for Middle School choir performance is listed below. Every effort has 

been made to keep costs down while maintaining a polished, professional appearance.  

 

December AND May Concerts (Evening concerts ONLY*) 

 

BOYS  

Black dress pants with a black belt  

White button-down dress shirt (either long or short sleeve)  

Tie (any color is fine)

Black socks  

Black dress shoes  

 

GIRLS  

Black dress pants or school-appropriate black skirt  

White dress shirt or blouse with no logos or images  

Black dress shoes  

Girls may wear a black and white dress if they desire. The dress MUST have 

some type of sleeve (no strapless or spaghetti strap dresses).  
 

(*Performance attire for in-school concerts will be dress casual. Students should look presentable, but can 

wear any nice, school appropriate outfit, of their choosing for the in-school concerts.) 


